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Sierra Division
Callboard

PCR business or questions:
PCR President
Pat LaTorres
duhnerd@pacbell.net

(530) 3177456

Director, Sierra Division
Tom Van Horn
tomvca@aol.com

(209) 626 0352

Sierra Division business, questions, or
to volunteer to give a clinic, for mem-
bership problems,
Superintendent
Jim Collins
jimcol@charter.net

(209) 5660935

To volunteer your layout for a tour or
8Shl ds akdé& d
Chief Clerk
James Firehock
amtrakmanjim@hotmail.com
(916) 5059692

Paymaster
Al Rowe
HOFUNAR@aol.com

SHORT LINE Editor
Chip Meriam
chipmeriam@comcast.net
(530) 8992609
Contest Chairperson
Gary Ray
gerberl926@gmail.com
(530) 8730626

Membership Chairperson
RJ Myers
(775) 7727531

ri@a2dreno.com

For Golden Spike or NMRA
AP Certificate questions:
Achievement Program

Dave Bayless
(530) 8878880

Webmaster
Gus Campagna
gus@campagna.com
(707) 6648466

Short Line is published quar-
terly by the Sierra Division of the Pa-
cific Coast Region of the National As-
sociation. Material may be reprinted
with permission.

Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are
heartily encouraged and will be enthu-
siastically accepted! The preferred
format would be in Rich Text Format
(RTF), with photos as JPEGs, but we
will accept any format (from a PC or
Mac; MS Word, Simple Text, typed, or
handwritten). Send it to your editor by
regular mail to Short Line
2260 Cherry Glenn Ct.,
95926 0r by email to :

Chico, CA
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From the Superintendent

Nati onal Model Rail road Month
The heat and distractions of summer
ror. While we stild]l have some hot d
dropping. And f all means November,
hope you are all enjoying the hobby
break to do other Asummer things, 0
or workbench and start planning you
ering dust.)
For those who were not able to atte
ing portion held at Fair Oaks Libra
close to 40 people enjoying Chip Me
f’ZeZéZgrou ds and pods for various sc
?chipmerlam@c,onmcea()sltl.nbeet happy to sen
good as being there, of course, but
model and photo contest with many e
for the results.
After the meetin
Hagan Community
BBQ |l unch prepar
was a great meal
after stuffing o
everyone enjoyed
the Sacramento L
know | was surpr
the ride was. Ba ‘ Sy s
s a everyone had «a u 'v'
al)s/o graged with th DavﬁBrayesgandE%Memnf
Regi onal President, Mer ri
As noted, fall is upon us and th
only will we have our nor mal Oct
al so the month for the I nternat:.
ville. This year it will be heldd
fund raiser (the money we get fr
folks to help staff both the tic
saver. Scott McAIllister is organ
He can be reached at scooter 923a@
for wus. | should point out that
with special parking that i s mon
the fair is always a | ot of fun
el railroad item you could think
I have an emai |l from one member
have to work on Saturdays and as
someti mes. Il am asking for input
|l 6m not sure there is a real nee
(send me an emai l jimcol @charte
BsQ@c- nm
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I l ook forward to see

our fall meet, wedll be headi
newsl etter. Pl ease note that
couple of terrific model r
EthetdbeatdsbkeOa really great
ng you al/l in October and al so

James Railcar Services

Sierra Division is privileged to have an oppor-

tunity to visit and tour a unique facility, James

Railcar Services, located north of Chico on the
Union Pacific Main Line at Anita Road. A map

and directions can be found on page 14.

James Railcar cleans, repaints, repairs, and ser-
vices covered hoppers. This facility has an on-site
capacity of about 30 such cars and is constantly
receiving cars in need of service and turning re-
furbished cars back out to revenue service.

Sierra Division will be taking a tour of this facility
at our October 8 meet in Chico. Details can be
found elsewhere in this edition of The Short Line.
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Buil dersd Notes, I deas, and Dates
This issue brings together the work of several <c
building the Gould/ Tichy 120 Tphha€eanae.tfbeAuogmp
test in Fair OlbysepGadyiacfef @ems astsembl i ng a compl
Thanks to Garyds article, those of us who aie co
or the pulley.
Second, we have another install ment on the Wollf
railroad have previously appeared in the July 20
2015 issue, fARail fan Day on the-aWohff Craek Raialhw
Creek in April 2016 and here, in the October (201
of the track plan and the building of the railro
Finally, iTrafltebpgopfwehbave a couple of innovjiati
found insi-@e®paFKeding B use for these Ilittle |scr
ery clinic at the August meet In this ATipso co
We call your attention to the ATIi metabled on |pag
October 8, 2016 wil| be the Division Meet in Chi
The Northern Nevada Layout Tour is schedul ed |for
mati on) .
Our annual fund raiser, I nternati onal Rai | Falir,
February 11, 2017 wi ||l be the Division Meet in N
The Pacific Coast Region ConvZ3ht idhl Wi | | be i/n B
See you in ,ﬁ’“’ 21 |

Northern Nevada -b-@&y ciuitmcTour will |be

e should be about tdn orKSifteen | ayout:

I NBF® C2NJ Iy ARSI 2F gKIFG G2 SELISOU

Jd LAES mmo

se interested may contact Jim Petro fjlor |

a downl oadabl e booklet in the PCR cajl en

Jpetro328@ymail . com
77-5526 36
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Decals are not included in the kit. | printed mine on an ALPS. The SP fonts | made using Fontographer af-
ter scanning in letters and numbers from SP Standard drawingsfound hm Unk- 1 ne AqQqth
lets (now out of print). | was unsure of letter placement because no one seemed to have the information
after posting to several online groups and searching the web. | did have a photo of a new Central Pacific
crane in 1912 and then a 1932 photo of one that had been renumbered.

a
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1912 Crane 1932 Crane
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A Halloween Mystery

Any idea where
the prototype
for this ceme-
tery is located?

Hint:
This scene is
from the Sacra-

mento Model
gl e e Railroad Histor-
o ol Tt | ical Society
e suz.m"“" ST A main layout.

Photo by Bob Schott




The Sierra Division Summer meet took place August 13 with the first half of the meeting at the Fair Oaks
Public Library. As usual, there was a short and concise business meeting, most of which was focused on

the upcoming International Rail Fair to be held at the Placer County Fairgrounds November 12 and 13,
2016. :

p : oo "
Superintendent Jim Collins Talks Up the
International Rail Fair.

About 36 Sierra Division Members Attended

Contest themes for the August meet were Modeling - MOW Equipment, and Photography DOV n q j h mj
sgd Q hk Qn c¢c-€ Adsvddm sgd svn b sdfnghdr sgdqgd
In the Modeling Contest, First Place went to Gary Ray for his 120 Ton Crane.

Second Place went to Dick Witzens for his complete Work Train.

Third Place rendered a tie between Dick Witzens for his High Railer, and Dave Adams for his D&RGW
Locomotive and MOW House Car.

Frst Place- Gary ay Bz Second Place- Dick Witzens

Third Place Tie - Dick Witzens Third Place Tie - Dave Adams

October 2016
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In the Photo Contest, First Place went to Tom Van Horn for his shot of a Tender Taking on Water.

Second Place had three winners:

Gary Ray for his Crew Change shot, Dan Mahoney for his Plow, and Dan Mahoney for his Friendly Fireman
Third Place also had three winners:

Dan Mahoney for his Dairy Plant, Walt Schedler for his REA and PMT Terminal, and Klaus Keil for his High

Railer Fire Car.

First Place- Tom Van Horn

Second Place Tie Dan Mahoney Second Place Tie Dan Mahoney

Y

. I S e Ay }\'\‘ —_—

Third Place Tie - Dan Mahoney Third Place Tie - Walt Schedler Third Place Tie - Klaus Keil




While the contest votes were being tallied, Chip Meriam gave a short presentation on using recycled coffee
grounds to simulate bare earth. The coffee grounds were mined from spent K-Cup® pods, and Chip also of-
fered ways to make use of the dismantled pod parts, like this scrap load made from the tops of the pods.

Chip Meriam Dissects a Coffee Pod Scrap Load
(photo - Jim Collins)

Following the morning meet, our group gathered at Hagan Community Park in Rancho Cordova where we
dmi nxdc fntglds a qadbtd ognuhcdc ax C ™ m Lnncx
the Sacramento Live Steamers, where the Sierra Division Members were guests for the afternoon. Live steam

train rides were available for members and their families until about 3:00PM.

mc

Bk 27 2 L
Our Luncheon Host - Chef Dan Mooney
(photo - Jim Collins)

N
Jim Collins Waits for the Next Train

A Hungry Young Modeler

October 2016
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(photos by Jim Collins except as noted)

(photo - Chip Meriam)
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The next Sierra Division meet will be in Chico on October 13. Plans include a tour of James Railcar Ser-

vice and four open layouts. Contest categories will be models - any equipment or structure; photos D

any subject.
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WOLF CREEK RAI

LWAY TRACK Pl

By Tom Mil am
Neither of th€EhéaShomwduidedluastofack plan for my HO s
article you will find the track plan as it is twmwmday.
cluded a short history with a few photos.
I have often been asked how | came to name my | ayout
to Grass Valley, California. My Dad purchased a groc
We |lived not far away on Peardale Avenue, just up th
Peardale station. Just outside of Grass Valley was a
from. Wolf Creek Railway sounded really neat to a se
bor about the narrow gauge trains that ran below our
NCNGRR,the Never Come Never Go. I realized years | at
nanWOLF CREEK RAI LWAY oafd d&adl itfhoer niioaf. Cal i forni ao fronm
the Sierra Railway | ocomotive #2, whidh ismeclsudde kg
railroad. Like John AIIl en, I think of my | ayout as a
l'y stories, and battling the Sierra f ootahsi Itlwo toof rneya
that wereThebShshéd laitne st .
|l started this |l ayout in 1980. This was my fifth | ay
old). In my home there was unused-99p &y 9Medeloomail | to
drew many track plans to fit the room. Most of these
I finally got to | aying the track-tpiwahl endebeghl wot h
to access the center control panel area. I did not
draw a ¢tfrlaickped amver, wrote a short aMdadell eRainl rtchaeddr
| ayout contest in the mid 1980s. Sadly | did not win
e TRACKPLANING FULL SCALE .FROG
& FLAT IN THE FOREGROUND, EM-
PIRE CITY ON THE LEFT AND WOLF
CREEK UPPER RIGHT. STANDING IN
DOOR WAY OF ROOM
|l aid it out, | ha
track plan would b
ed Shinohara code
four, and one wye
ed butcher paper t
(I actually went t
happy to donate a
ou can see from th
i nn Westcott d®s boo
-Gihreddr type const:
uses |l ess |l umber. This
od because | was on a
roadbed i s homasote cu
shekbtsompl eted all the
fore going on to | ayin

rddoVnke-pRgtld; £
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OVnke Blohpigell

The first track | |l aid was the hidden track bel ow Wrc
unable to lay track easily. After this part of the t
toward Wolf Creek. At the two | arge trestles | sKkipr
Scale Models kits to build the two trestl es. During
met Dave Keoster. Having seen the track gauges and ¢
my model railroad. Then he invited himself over to s
and | aid the track, but had not yet wired any of it.
| added NJ switch machines to al/l of the turnouts. |
minal strips with | ugs to solder on one side and scr
hanging wires for me. | marked and numbered all the
had to move the | ayout from®dPmy boyhood home to my ct
The | ayout was se

and many addition

to the current fo

in from 1998 to 1

six room addition

to Hangt own. Bot h

the end of branch

pansion in 1999,

My son Seth had ae

in the basement. |

scale and we bui

Grizzl ey Ridge Ra

|l ayout interchang

at Buffalo Creek.

to Colorado Sprin

|l arge On30 | ayout, al | with hand | aid code 70 rail P>
I installed NJ twin coil switch machines on the Wolf
Switch Master sl ow motion motors Kemtron Harp switch
cause | did not want operators reaching in and damac
nets to -afdi uncbapdsng.

The track is Shinohara code 70 as are the number f ot
Frog Flat built by my son Seth and shipped to me frc
ment s. I run short 36 foot truss rod cars and smal
The year | set for the WOLF CREK RAILWAY is 1927. Tt
dictated the year. I had planned on the | ayout being
automobile models moved it up to 1927. Al so, many of
1920s.

Most of the structures are scratch built, kit bashec
repaint and detail the plastic kits. | have a weakne
enjoy scratch building structures. I have received r
NMRA/ PCR convention in Modesto, | won Best Of Show f

12
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OVnke Btoh@pig€ll

King Post Bridge - Best In Show PCRNMRA 1998

Scenery is a mixture of hard shell and cardboard web
made my own | atex molds for the rock formations. | u
scenery.

I operate with North Coast Engineering (NCE) DCC. I

|l ists to operate the | ayout. I am considering the a
trains are all/l run as extras for the most part, and

the fun of operations.

I am pleased to have been asked to open my | ayout to
events over tdhde past many years

October 2016




