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L ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ DƻǳƭŘ ƪƛǘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛŎƘȅ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƛŘŜƴǝŎŀƭΦ Wǳǎǘ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǝƳŜΣ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳō-ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻπ
ƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŜŀǎƛƭȅΦ L ǳǎŜŘ a9Y ŀǎ ŀ ǎƻƭǾŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘȅǊŜƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ƛǘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ оκл ōǊǳǎƘΦ  
¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳō-ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ 
ǿƛǊŜ ƎǊŀōǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƎƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊǎƛȊŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘΦ 
L ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŎŀǊ Ƙƛǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǊƻƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊπ
ǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŎŀǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎǝƭƭ ƻƴŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƎǊŀō ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ŘŜŎƪ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘΦ 
LŦ ǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƛǊŜΣ LΩŘ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴǎ о όǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ 
ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛƴƎ ƅƻƻǊύΦ  
tǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘŜǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŦŀǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭƭŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǊƛƎƎŜǊǎ όǎǘŜǇ 
о-мс-/ύΦ ±ŜǊȅ ŘŜƭƛŎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘǊƛŜǎΦ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǧŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŜƴŘ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƎŜƴǘƭȅ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ όŀ 
ŦŜǿ ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎύ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿŜƭƭΦ  
L ƭŜƊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǇƭŜǊǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ŀƊŜǊ ǎǘŜǇ о-мпΦ  
²ƘŜƴ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀōΣ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇ L{ {v¦!w9 όǎǘŜǇ т-тύ  
¢ƘŜ DƻǳƭŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴǎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŀǧŀŎƘ ǘǊǳǎǎ ǊƻŘǎΦ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
¢ƛŎƘȅ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŜǇ όф-нпύΦ  
t!Lb¢LbDΣ w9{9!w/ILbDΣ 59/![LbDΣ !b5 ²9!¢I9wLbD  
/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ǿŜƴǘ ǎƳƻƻǘƘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀƴŘ L ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǳō-ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎΦ L ǳǎŜŘ tŀƴtŀǎǘŜƭ ŦƻǊ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƊŜǊ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ŘŜŎŀƭǎΦ 
²ŜŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǎǘŜƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛƎƘǘ 
ƻǾŜǊǎǇǊŀȅ ƻŦ aƻŘŜƭ aŀǎǘŜǊǎ ƅŀǘ ŬƴƛǎƘ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴΦ  
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Sierra Division  
Callboard  

 

PCR business or questions: 
PCR President 
Pat LaTorres 

duhnerd@pacbell.net 
(530) 317-7456 

 

Director, Sierra Division  
Mel Jones 

papamel@sbcglobal.net 
(775) 815-0486 

 

Sierra Division business, questions, or 
to volunteer to give a clinic, for mem-

bership problems,  
Superintendent 

Jim Collins 
jimcol@charter.net 

(209) 566-0935 
 

To volunteer your layout for a tour or  
ƏShlds`akdƐ dmsqhdr9 

Chief Clerk  
James Firehock 

amtrakmanjim@hotmail.com 
(916) 505-9692 

 

Paymaster 
Al Rowe 

HOFUNAR@aol.com 
 
 

Short  L ine   
subscription or address problems: 

SHORT LINE  Editor  
Gary Ray 

gerber1926@gmail.com 
(530) 873-0626 

 

Contest Chairperson 
Gary RayƋsee above info 

 

Membership Chairperson  
RJ Myers 

(775) 772-7531 
rj@a2dreno.com 

 
 

For Golden  Spike or NMRA  
AP Certificate questions: 
Achievement Program  

Dave Bayless 
(530) 887-8880 

 

Webmaster 
Gus Campagna 

gus@campagna.com 
(707) 664-8466 

 

Shor t  Line  is published quar-
terly by the Sierra Division of the Pa-
cific Coast Region of the National 
Association. Material may be reprinted 
with permission.  

Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are 
heartily encouraged and will be 
enthusiast ically accepted! The 
preferred format would be in Rich 
Text Format (RTF), with photos as 
JPEGs, but we will accept any 
format (from a PC or Mac; MS 
Word, Simple Text, typed, or 
handwritten). Send it to your edi-
tor by regular mail to Short  
L ine , 6601 Ray Family Lane, 

Magalia, CA 95954 or by email to 
gerber1926@gmail.com.   

Sierra Division  
Callboard  

 

PCR business or questions: 
PCR President 
Pat LaTorres 

duhnerd@pacbell.net 

(530) 317-7456 
 

Director, Sierra Division  
Tom Van Horn  
tomvca@aol.com 

(209) 626 0352 
 

Sierra Division business, questions, or 
to volunteer to give a clinic, for mem-

bership problems,  
Superintendent 

Jim Collins 
jimcol@charter.net 

(209) 566-0935 
 

To volunteer your layout for a tour or  
ƏShlds`akdƐ dmsqhdr9 

Chief Clerk  
James Firehock 

amtrakmanjim@hotmail.com 
(916) 505-9692 

 

Paymaster 
Al Rowe 

HOFUNAR@aol.com 
 
 

SHORT LINE  Editor  
Chip Meriam  

chipmeriam@comcast.net 
(530) 899-2609 

Contest Chairperson 
Gary Ray 

gerber1926@gmail.com 
(530) 873-0626 

 

Membership Chairperson  
RJ Myers 

(775) 772-7531 

rj@a2dreno.com 

 
 

For Golden  Spike or NMRA  
AP Certificate questions: 
Achievement Program  

Dave Bayless 
(530) 887-8880 

 

Webmaster 
Gus Campagna 

gus@campagna.com 
(707) 664-8466 

 

Shor t  Line  is published quar-
terly by the Sierra Division of the Pa-
cific Coast Region of the National As-
sociation. Material may be reprinted 
with permission.  

Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are 
heartily encouraged and will be enthu-
siastically accepted! The preferred 
format would be in Rich Text Format 
(RTF), with photos as JPEGs, but we 
will accept any format (from a PC or 
Mac; MS Word, Simple Text, typed, or 
handwritten). Send it to your editor by 
regular mail to S hort  L ine , 

2260 Cherry Glenn Ct., Chico, CA 
95926 or by email to :  

National Model Railroad Month 

The heat and distractions of summer are rapidly disappearing into the rear view mir-

ror. While we still have some hot days, as we head into fall the temps are definitely 

dropping. And fall means November, which is National Model Railroad Month! I 

hope you are all enjoying the hobby and if, like me, youôve taken something of a 

break to do other ñsummer things,ò then now is the time to start looking at the layout 

or workbench and start planning your next project. (Or maybe return to the one gath-

ering dust.) 

For those who were not able to attend, we had a fantastic meet in August. The meet-

ing portion held at Fair Oaks Library went quickly but was highly enjoyable with 

close to 40 people enjoying Chip Meriamôs excellent clinic on using the leftover cof-

fee grounds and pods for various scenic purposes. If you send Chip an email 

(chipmeriam@comcast.net), heôll be happy to send you a pdf of the handout. Not as 

good as being there, of course, but youôll get the idea. We also enjoyed a really great 

model and photo contest with many excellent entries. See elsewhere in this newsletter 

for the results. 

After the meeting, we adjourned to 

Hagan Community Park for a fantastic 

BBQ lunch prepared by Dan Moody. It 

was a great meal at a great price and 

after stuffing ourselves, I think most 

everyone enjoyed a very fun ride on 

the Sacramento Live Steamer train. I 

know I was surprised at just how long 

the ride was. Based on feedback, Iôd 

say everyone had a fun time. We were 

also graced with the presence of our  

Regional President, Ed Merrin.  

As noted, fall is upon us and that means model railroading and lots of it. Not 

only will we have our normal October meet on October 8, but November is 

also the month for the International Railfair (IRF) at the fairgrounds in Rose-

ville. This year it will be held on November 12 and 13. This is our once a year 

fund raiser (the money we get from dues is a pittance) so we need plenty of 

folks to help staff both the ticket booth and the information booth with time-

saver. Scott McAllister is organizing this so please contact him to volunteer. 

He can be reached at scooter923@att.net. This really is an important function 

for us. I should point out that as a volunteer you get free entrance to the fair 

with special parking that is monitored. Not a bad deal for a few hours work as 

the fair is always a lot of fun with usually tons of vendors offering every mod-

el railroad item you could think of and often at great prices. 

I have an email from one member pointing out that many of the younger folk 

have to work on Saturdays and asking if we could hold meets on Sundays 

sometimes. I am asking for input on this. It could probably be arranged but 

Iôm not sure there is a real need. If you support this or do not, please speak up 

(send me an email: jimcol@charter.net). We can discuss at the October meet. 

      

Dave Bayless and Ed Merrin 

Bsƍc- nm O`fd 2 
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Speaking of which, for our fall meet, weôll be heading to Chico for a fun and interesting day. Please see the agenda pro-

vided elsewhere in this newsletter. Please note that (for those who live south of Chico, which is most of us) thereôs also 

the opportunity to view a couple of terrific model railroads on the way up or back in Yuba City (Michael Andrewôs O-

scale) and Colusa (Walt Schedlerôs HO-scale). It should be a really great time that you donôt want to miss. 

I look forward to seeing you all in October and also to seeing many of you at IRF as volunteers and enjoying the show. 

 

 

 

James Railcar Services 

Sierra Division is privileged to have an oppor-
tunity to visit and tour a unique facility, James 
Railcar Services, located north of Chico on the 
Union Pacific Main Line at Anita Road. A map 
and directions can be found on page 14. 

James Railcar cleans, repaints, repairs, and ser-
vices covered hoppers. This facility has an on-site 
capacity of about 30 such cars and is constantly 
receiving cars in need of service and turning re-
furbished cars back out to revenue service. 

Sierra Division will be taking a tour of this facility  
at our October 8 meet in Chico. Details can be 
found elsewhere in this edition of The Short Line. 
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Buildersô Notes, Ideas, and Dates 

 

This issue brings together the work of several contributors. First, Gary Ray shares his construction notes from 

building the Gould/Tichy 120 Ton Crane. The completed model earned 1st place in the August modeling con-

test in Fair Oaks. Gary offers step-by-step advice on assembling a complex and somewhat intimidating kit. 

Thanks to Garyôs article, those of us who are considering building this kit wonôt have to reinvent the wheel ï 

or the pulley. 

 

Second, we have another installment on the Wolf Creek Railway of California by Tom Milam. Tom and his 

railroad have previously appeared in the July 2015 issue, ñLife of a Railroad Dispatcherò, and the December 

2015 issue, ñRailfan Day on the Wolf Creek Railway.ò We published a stand-alone track plan of the Wolf 

Creek in April 2016 and here, in the October 2016 issue, Tom provides us with a narrative of the development 

of the track plan and the building of the railroad. 

 

Finally, in ñTips of the Trade Hobbyò, we have a couple of innovative ideas for using the round plastic screen 

found inside a Keurig K-CupÈ. Finding a use for these little screens was a challenge presented during a scen-

ery clinic at the August meet. In this ñTipsò column, we share ideas from Dave Hilmes and Dave Bayless. 

 

 

We call your attention to the ñTimetableò on page 15. We have several events coming up: 

October 8, 2016 will be the Division Meet in Chico. 

The Northern Nevada Layout Tour is scheduled for November 4, 5 & 6, 2016 (see below for more infor-

mation). 

Our annual fund raiser, International Rail Fair, will be November 12 & 13, 2016 in Roseville. 

February 11, 2017 will be the Division Meet in Modesto. 

The Pacific Coast Region Convention will be in Bakersfield April 19 ï 23, 2017 

See you in October! 

The Northern Nevada Layout Tour will be Nov 4-5-6Σ нлмс 

There should be about ten or fifteen layouts open for tour ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
wŜƴƻ ŀǊŜŀΦ CƻǊ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘΣ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ !ǇǊƛƭнлмр 
{ƘƻǊǘ [ƛƴŜΣ ǇŀƎŜ ммΦ 

Those interested may contact Jim Petro for information. Also, look 

for a downloadable booklet in the PCR calendar about Oct 15.  

Jpetro328@gmail.com 

775-852-5636 

javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT1800_com_zimbra_email%22));
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L ǳǎŜ ŀ мκуέ ǿƛŘŜ ǎǝũ ōǊƛǎǘƭŜŘ ōǊǳǎƘ ŦƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎΦ Lƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǎŜŀƳǎ L ǳǎŜŘ ŀ ƳƛŎǊƻōǊǳǎƘΦ 
!ƊŜǊ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎΣ ŀ ōǊƻǿƴκōƭŀŎƪ ǿŀǎƘ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴŎƘ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ǘƘƛƴ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǿŀǎƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎǘŜŀƳ 
ƭŜŀƪŜŘΦ  
Decals are not included in the kit. I printed mine on an ALPS. The SP fonts I made using Fontographer af-
ter scanning in letters and numbers from SP Standard drawings found hm Unk- 1 ne Aqtbd Odssxƍr RO annj,
lets (now out of print). I was unsure of letter placement because no one seemed to have the information 
after posting to several online groups and searching the web. I did have a photo of a new Central Pacific 
crane in 1912 and then a 1932 photo of one that had been renumbered.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŜƴǳƳōŜǊƛƴƎΥ  
LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪǎ .ǳƛƭŘ І ннпр мнлǘ ² лр-мл {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ tŀŎƛŬŎ Ісфс ǘƻ Ітлмс ǘƻ Ітмрл  
ннпт мнлǘ ² лс-мл hǊŜƎƻƴ ϧ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ww Іссу {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ tŀŎƛŬŎ ІссуҔ Ітллп мл-лт-омҔІтлмлόоǊŘύ лр-сф ннпу 
мнлǘ ² лс-мл {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ tŀŎƛŬŎ ІсфрόмǎǘύҔсул лн-мм-нт Ҕтллрόмǎǘύ мн-мн-онҔтлнлόпǘƘ  

ннпф мнлǘ ² лт-мл {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ tŀŎƛŬŎ ІсммҔтнмόмǎǘύҔтлмлόнƴŘύҔтмл  
нопт мнлǘ ² лт-мн /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ tŀŎƛŬŎ ІсмрҔ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ tŀŎƛŬŎ a² ІсмрҔтлнп мм-нт-ом ǘƻ Ітлфл  
нопу мнлǘ ² лу-мн {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ tŀŎƛŬŎ ІсмсҔтлнрόмǎǘύҔтлнлόнƴŘύҔтлооόпǘƘύҔтмрл /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ {ǘŀǘŜ ww aǳǎŜǳƳ {ŀŎǊŀπ
ƳŜƴǘƻΣ /! лр-у tŀŎƛŬŎ [ƻŎƻƳƻǝǾŜ !ǎǎƴΦ CǊŜŜƳƻƴǘΣ /! нллф  
олос мнлǘ ² мфмс ¢ŜȄŀǎ ϧ bŜǿ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ a² Ірупс {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ tŀŎƛŬŎ Іруопс  
 
{ƛƴŎŜ L ƳƻŘŜƭ мфнсΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǊŜƴǳƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀƴŘ L ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ {ΦtΦ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
{ta² ό{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ tŀŎƛŬŎ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ²ŀȅύΦ {ŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ς ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ .ǊǳŎŜ tŜǧȅΩǎ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ²ŀȅ 
9ǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ōƻƻƪƭŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ  
.ǊǳŎŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻŦ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ¢ǳǎŎŀƴ ǊŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘŜǊ ŎƻƭƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфмн ǇƘƻǘƻΦ aȅ ŎǊŀƴŜ ƛǎ ŘǳŜ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ мфнт ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǊŜƴǳƳōŜǊŜŘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƛƴŜ ƻǊ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŘŀǘŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ 
ǇǊƻǘƻǘȅǇŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻƴ-ƭƛƴŜΦ L ǳǎŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ Cƭƻǉǳƛƭ ōǊŀǎǎ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊΩǎ ǇƭŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀōΦ L ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ 
ŘŜŎŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊΩǎ ǇƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǇƘƻǘƻ ōǳǘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻΦ L ŘƛŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŘŜŎŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ōƻƻƳ ǘƻ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻΣ ōǳǘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ς ōƻƻƳ ǊŜǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ƻƴŎŜΦ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ Ƙƛǎπ
ǘƻǊȅΦ L ǎǝƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻǿƴκōƭŀŎƪ ǿŀǎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǳǎŜ Cƭƻǉǳƛƭ Ǝƭƻǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ L 
ŘƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŜŀǊǎΣ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΦ  
CLb![ !{{9a.[¸  
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘŜǾƛŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŀǧŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƘƻƻƪΣ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ 
ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ Ǝƻ ƛƴ ς ŜǾŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻǊŎŜΗ L ǎƘŀǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘƎŜǎ ƻũ όǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ пύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ōǳǘ ŀ Řŀō ƻŦ a9Y ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƴΣ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǎǿƛǾŜƭΦ LŦ L ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻƻƪ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ŀǧŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ōƻƻƳΦ  
L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǧŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ Ƙƻƻƪ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƳΦ  
¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƳ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǧŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ǇƛƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƳ ƛƴ 
ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴǎΦ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŬȄŜŘ ƳƛƴŜ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ς ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘΦ  
L ǘƘǊŜŀŘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎŀōƭŜΦ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŜƴƭŀǊƎŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭŜǎΦ Lƴ ǎǘŜǇ р ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀ ƴŜŜπ
ŘƭŜΦ L ŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ Φллт ŘǊƛƭƭ ōƛǘΣ ŀƭƛƎƴƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ǇǳƭƭŜȅΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǘ ǎǘŜǇ рΣ ƴƻǘ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀǧŀŎƘŜŘ 
ƭƛƪŜ L ŘƛŘΦ  

ƏBq`mdƐ-  from page 1 

1912 Crane 1932 Crane 

Rdd ƏBq`mdƐ- page  6 
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ƏBq`mdƐ-  from page 5  
L ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀōƭŜǎ ς мл ƘƻƭŜǎΗ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ƴƛƎƘǘƳŀǊŜΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ L ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ Ŭǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀōƭŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊπ
ŀǝƴƎ ƭŜǾŜǊǎ όǎǘŜǇ мнύΦ bƻ ǿŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ƪƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊŜƳƻǾŀōƭŜ Ŏŀō ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘǊǳƳ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǿŜǊ 
ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƳΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜǾŜǊ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀōƭŜǎ ǝƎƘǘΦ !ǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ L Ǉǳǘ a9Y ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƳΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻƻƪ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƴ ƛŘƭŜǊ ŎŀǊΦ .Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ς ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ мфоп ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜƭƛŜŦ /ŀǊΦ L 
ǇǊƻǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƳ ǳǇ ǳƴǝƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǎǝŎ ǎŜǘΦ ¢ƘŜƴ L ǊŜƭǳŎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀŘ ƻǳǘ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ Ǉǳƭπ
ƭŜȅǎΦ L ǳǎŜŘ ŀ ǘƻƻǘƘǇƛŎƪ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǎƻƳŜ !// ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳƭƭŜȅǎΦ ¢ƘŜƴ L ǘƘǊŜŀŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇǳƭƭŜȅ 
ŀƴŘ !//ΩŜŘΦ /ƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǝƴƎ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ǝƎƘǘ ǇǳƭƭŜȅǎΦ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀōΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ !//ΩŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻǧƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƅƻƻǊΦ  
L ƘŀŘ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀ ¢ƛŎƘȅ ƪƛǘ ōǳǘ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǝƳƛŘŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎŀōƭŜǎΦ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ Ŝŀǎȅ 
ǘƻ Řƻ ƻƴŎŜ L ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘƛŬŎŀǝƻƴǎΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘŜǇ ммΦ 9ŀŎƘ ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ŎŀōƭŜ 
ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄǇƭƻŘŜŘ о-5 ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎΦ !ǘ ŬǊǎǘ ƎƭŀƴŎŜ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǿƻ ŎŀōƭŜǎΦ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳƭƭŜȅǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴŜ 
ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŦǊŀƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƎƻΦ  
¢ƘŜ Ŭƴŀƭ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǎǘŜǇ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎƴŀǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǊƻƻŦ ǎŜŎǝƻƴΦ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎƴŀǇ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƳ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎΣ L 
Ƨǳǎǘ Ŏǳǘ ƻũ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǘŀō ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŘ a9Y ǘƻ ŬȄ ƛǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƛƴǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƳ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  
If you have one of these sitting around, hopefully these hints will encourage you to put it together. If you 
cnmƍs g`ud nmd+ sgdx rshkk rddl udqx qd`rnm`akx oqhbdc9 Qds`hk hr #17-4/- G`oox Lncdkhmf  

 

A Halloween Mystery 
Any idea where 
the prototype 
for this ceme-
tery is located? 

 

Hint:  

This scene is 
from the Sacra-
mento Model 
Railroad Histor-
ical Society 
main layout.  

Photo by Bob Schott 
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August Meet - Fair Oaks, CA  
By Chip Meriam  

Second Place - Dick Witzens  

The Sierra Division Summer meet took place August 13 with the first half of the meeting at the Fair Oaks 

Public Library. As usual, there was a short and concise business meeting, most of which was focused on 

the upcoming International Rail Fair to be held at the Placer County Fairgrounds November 12 and 13, 

2016.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contest themes for the August meet were Modeling - MOW Equipment, and Photography Ɗ ƏVnqjhmƍ nm
sgd Q`hk Qn`c-Ɛ Adsvddm sgd svn b`sdfnqhdr sgdqd vdqd ` sns`k ne mhmdsddm dmsqhdr- 

In the Modeling Contest, First Place went to Gary Ray for his 120 Ton Crane.  
Second Place went to Dick Witzens for his complete Work Train.  
Third Place rendered a tie between Dick Witzens for his High Railer, and Dave Adams for his D&RGW  

Locomotive and MOW House Car.  

Superintendent Jim Collins Talks Up the  

International Rail Fair. 
About 36 Sierra Division Members Attended  

First Place - Gary Ray 

Third Place Tie - Dick Witzens  Third Place Tie - Dave Adams 
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In the Photo Contest, First Place went to Tom Van Horn for his shot of a Tender Taking on Water.  
Second Place had three winners:  
Gary Ray for his Crew Change shot, Dan Mahoney for his Plow, and Dan Mahoney for his Friendly Fireman  
Third Place also had three winners: 
Dan Mahoney for his Dairy Plant, Walt Schedler for his REA and PMT Terminal, and Klaus Keil for his High 

Railer Fire Car. 

 

 

Second Place Tie - Gary Ray 

August Meet 'bsƍc-( 

First Place - Tom Van Horn  

Second Place Tie - Dan Mahoney Second Place Tie - Dan Mahoney 

Third Place Tie - Dan Mahoney Third Place Tie - Walt Schedler Third Place Tie - Klaus Keil  
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August Meet 'bsƍc-( 
 

 

 

While the contest votes were being tallied, Chip Meriam gave a short presentation on using recycled coffee 

grounds to simulate bare earth. The coffee grounds were mined from spent K-Cup® pods, and Chip also of-

fered ways to make use of the dismantled pod parts, like this scrap load made from the tops of the pods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the morning meet, our group gathered at Hagan Community Park in Rancho Cordova  where we 

dminxdc ` fntqlds a`qadbtd oqnuhcdc ax C`m Lnncx `mc ƏS`rsd Atcr-Ɛ G`f`m Bnlltmhsx O`qj hr gnld sn

the Sacramento Live Steamers, where the Sierra Division Members were guests for the afternoon. Live steam 

train rides were available for members and their families until about 3:00PM.  

Chip Meriam Dissects a Coffee Pod 
(photo - Jim Collins) 

Scrap Load 

Our Luncheon Host - Chef Dan Mooney 
(photo - Jim Collins) 

A Hungry Young Modeler  

Jim Collins Waits for the Next Train  
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August Meet 'bsƍc-( 

Rhdqq` Chuhrhnmƍr Khud Rsd`l Dwbtqrhnm 
(photos by Jim Collins except as noted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(photo - Chip Meriam)  

(photo - Chip Meriam)  

The next Sierra Division meet will be in Chico on October 13. Plans include a tour of James Railcar Ser-

vice and four open layouts.  Contest categories will be models - any equipment or structure; photos Ɗ 

any subject. 
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WOLF CREEK RAILWAY TRACK PLAN 
By Tom Milam 

Neither of the last two issues of The Short Line included a track plan for my HO scale Wolf Creek Railway. In this 

article you will find the track plan as it is today.  Since there is not an article, per se, to go with the track plan, Iôve in-

cluded a short history with a few photos. 

I have often been asked how I came to name my layout the ñWOLF CREEK RAILWAYò. In 1963 my family moved 

to Grass Valley, California. My Dad purchased a grocery store in Cedar Ridge (Cedar Kress at the turn of the century). 

We lived not far away on Peardale Avenue, just up the hillside from the site of the Nevada County Narrow Gauge RR 

Peardale station. Just outside of Grass Valley was a creek named ñWolf Creekò. That is where my railroad name came 

from. Wolf Creek Railway sounded really neat to a seven year old model railroader. I had heard stories from my neigh-

bor about the narrow gauge trains that ran below our home. I thought at the time, what an odd name for a railroad, the 

NCNGRR,the Never Come Never Go. I realized years later what He meant.  So that is the origin of my model railroad 

name, WOLF CREEK RAILWAY of California.  I added the ñof Californiaò from a vintage photo I found years ago of 

the Sierra Railway locomotive #2, which included the words ñSierra Railway of Californiaò. It sets the region for my 

railroad. Like John Allen, I think of my layout as a miniature railroad transportation empire with people, mishaps, live-

ly stories, and battling the Sierra foothills to reach the towns and people of the Wolf Creek Lines - as two of my stories 

that were published in The Short Line can attest. 

I started this layout in 1980. This was my fifth layout (starting with my first four by eight circle of track at six years 

old). In my home there was unused spare bedroom I could use to build a small   8ô-9ò by 9ô-3ò model railroad layout. I 

drew many track plans to fit the room. Most of these were four by eight feet with an extension for a branch line. When 

I finally got to laying the track plan on the floor in full size, I changed to an around-the-walls design with a duck under 

to access the center control panel area.  I did not draw a revised track plan, but just laid out the track as I went. (I did 

draw a track plan - flipped over, wrote a short article on the layout plan, and entered it in a Model Railroader Magazine 

layout contest in the mid 1980s. Sadly I did not win top prize. 

TRACKPLANING FULL SCALE .FROG 
FLAT IN THE FOREGROUND, EM-
PIRE CITY ON THE LEFT AND WOLF 
CREEK UPPER RIGHT. STANDING IN 
DOOR WAY OF ROOM  

 

As I laid it out, I had a general idea of how 

the track plan would be (see photo). I photo 

copied Shinohara code 70 turnouts, all num-

ber four, and one wye to aid in the planning. 

I used butcher paper to draw the track plan 

on. (I actually went to the butcher and he 

was happy to donate a few yards of paper). 

As you can see from the photo I was guided 

by Linn Westcott`s book on bench workΦ I 
used the L- Girder type construction which 

uses less lumber. This was a welcome meth-

od because I was on a tight budget! The 

roadbed is homasote cut from four by eight 

sheets. I completed all the bench work be-
fore going on to laying roadbed.  

rddƏVnke BqddjƐ- page 12 
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The first track I laid was the hidden track below Wolf Creek as once Wolf Creek roadbed was installed I would be 

unable to lay track easily. After this part of the track was laid I started in Empire City (lower trackage) and worked 

toward Wolf Creek. At the two large trestles I skipped over and continued laying track. I combined three Campbell 

Scale Models kits to build the two trestles. During a trip to the hobby shop to purchase several Kadee track gauges I 

met Dave Keoster. Having seen the track gauges and other supplies I was holding, he approached me and asked about 

my model railroad. Then he invited himself over to see my layout. He was amazed that I had built the bench work 

and laid the track, but had not yet wired any of it. ñWe all build differently,ò I told him.  Once the track was installed 

I added NJ switch machines to all of the turnouts. I then wired the layout for dual cab DC, with 27 blocks. I used ter-

minal strips with lugs to solder on one side and screws on the other. I ran the wires neatly along the bench work. No 

hanging wires for me. I marked and numbered all the connections. Later this proved to be a task much needed when I 

had to move the layout from my boyhood home to my current homeΦ  

The layout was set up in the basement 

and many additions were made to get it 

to the current form. I even spent a year 

in from 1998 to 1999 digging a six by 

six room addition to loop from Frog Flat 

to Hangtown. Both towns had been on 

the end of branch lines before this ex-

pansion in 1999. 

My son Seth had a small N scale layout 

in the basement. He changed to HO 

scale and we built his Buffalo Creek & 

Grizzley Ridge Railway in 1992. His 

layout interchanges with the Wolf Creek 

at Buffalo Creek. Seth has since moved 

to Colorado Springs, Colorado and has a 

large On30 layout, all with hand laid code 70 rail and turnouts.  

I installed NJ twin coil switch machines on the Wolf Creek, except for the turnouts in Hangtown. At Hangtow, 

Switch Master slow motion motors Kemtron Harp switch stands for animation. I used twin coil switch machines be-

cause I did not want operators reaching in and damaging the scenery or structures. I also installed many Kadee mag-

nets to aid in hands-off uncoupling.  

The track is Shinohara code 70 as are the number four turnouts. There are three dual gauge, hand laid turnouts in 

Frog Flat built by my son Seth and shipped to me from Colorado Springs. The minimum radius is 18ò with ease-

ments. I run short 36 foot truss rod cars and small steam locomotives and they look just right.   

The year I set for the WOLF CREK RAILWAY is 1927. The Jordan line of HO automobiles and trucks pretty much 

dictated the year. I had planned on the layout being in the 1910s because of the short truss rod cars, but the lack of 

automobile models moved it up to 1927. Also, many of the locomotives I run were not built until the early to mid 

1920s.  

Most of the structures are scratch built, kit bashed or kit built. Kits are from Fine Scale Minatures, Revell and Atlas. I 

repaint and detail the plastic kits. I have a weakness for the Atlas line of buildings, a holdover from my childhood. I 

enjoy scratch building structures. I have received merit awards for many of my entries at PCR events. In 1998, at the 

NMRA/PCR convention in Modesto, I won Best Of Show for my King Post Bridge (115 points).  
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Scenery is a mixture of hard shell and cardboard webbing techniques.  Acrylic paints are used to color the hydrocal. I 

made my own latex molds for the rock formations. I use Woodland Scenics products and real dirt and dead fall for the 

scenery. 

I operate with North Coast Engineering (NCE) DCC. I use JMRI and their Operations Switch List Program for switch 

lists to operate the layout.  I am considering the addition of track warrants to control train movement even though the 

trains are all run as extras for the most part, and meets are worked out between the conductors, warrants would add to 

the fun of operations.  

I am pleased to have been asked to open my layout to visitors from national NMRA conventions as well as local PCR 

events over the past many yearsΦ 

 

King Post Bridge - Best In Show PCR-NMRA 1998 
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