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Dead Railing Donner Summit

Duncan McRee, lam Valley Depot
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<= My Donner Summit Layout
<= Inspiration

<= Design
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<+ What 1s Dead Rail and How does 1t work?

<= Implementation on Donner Summit
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Double-deck with Staging “basement”
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Planning Model of Layout |




- Lower Level

Single turn of helix
1o upper level

Swinging Gate
w/ 3 track levels
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Nevada County Narrow Gauge
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- Upper Level




Staging Basement

Helix 2 turns up to
lower level
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Going Dead-Rail

Seems like I spent more time
cleaning track than running
trains.




Evolution of Radioﬁ‘Contml-
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Overview of Wireless DCC

In purple is your existing

DCC system. In yellow and 4
| 4 .
red are the new . l ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ l
Componenis heeded A W T, DCC commands are sent
over the air by a single

I Locomotive power
DCC Bus - I IS provided by an
| +

transmitter to receivers in
each locomotive.

Command

Station

to other devices onboard battery

Battery
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What 1s in the LLocomotive?

) Charging
Connector

Existing DCC

Decoder




Courtesy of Dave Balser




Justin's HOn3
3-truck Shay

Components

Used
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Irailing Battery Car
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Another Solution: Put the Battery in a Dumm
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Steam Engines with a lender
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attery Powered Switcher (No Soun
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Pros and Cons

<= Engines run much smoother

> No Irack Cleaning
<= No Wheel Cleaning
<+ No Short Circuits
<= Major Geek Cred

<= No Flickering Lights

<= Batteries Need Charging
= Radio Signal Range

<= Higher Cost Per Engine
< Installation needed

= No Flickering Lights




