
Modeler’s Roundtable by Dave Connery

At the June Meet in Fremont we had a crowd of 26 take part in the Roundtable, and a number of new faces including a few attending a meet for their first time.  Discussions leaned toward the technical and DCC this time.   Jon Miller started things off by announcing that Central Valley, a highly respected manufacturer, was soon going to release HO Turnout Kits available in most of the popular styles and using codes 100, 83 and 70.  Jon also mentioned they would be DCC friendly, which led into a discussion of turnouts for DCC.  This sparked a general DCC discussion that was greatly enhanced by having among the attendees Don Fiehman, noted model railroad electronics author who has an ongoing series on DCC currently running in Railroad Model Craftsman.  The discussion also included radio control for DCC and some of the new frontiers being pioneered in DCC  feedback and detection.  Turned out to be a great clinic and discussion group all in one. The hour was up all too soon but we will do it again in September at the meet at Buchser.   The topics will be different, please don’t feel intimidated from bringing your own thoughts, projects or problems, no matter how basic or complex you think they might be.

Dave Connery, Moderator


Switching Contest June 2, 2002 by Jim Long

The June Meet had the debut of the new Switching Contest.   With the passing of Allan Fenton last summer the original Time Savers were donated to the NMRA Museum and the San Diego Model Railroad Museum. A new Time Saver was built and was used at the June Meet. The event went well. Joe Burket ran the contest. Alan Havens and Tom Van Horn assisted him. Thirteen  different people ran the contest at least 16 times for time. Several people ran the contest without the timer on. Some of these people were first time attendees at a Coast Meet. During the meet we had a donation of some fright cars for use in the contest.

The results of the contest are:

Senior Brake Person, six-car problem

First Place, Richard Jayne 4:05

Second Place, Bill Burket 4:14

Third Place, Joe Burket 7:06

Brake Person, five-car problem

First Place, Joe Green 8:59

Second Place, Lorer Giesbrechht 10:14

Third Place, Anne Ogborn 10:47

Student Brake Person, five-car problem

First Place, Josh Green 14:00

To show you why this is a thinking game during the business meeting one of our members was getting started doing the contest. He was stopped and brought up to the front and given an award.   Don Shortt received the Coast Division Member of the Year Award. He was surprised. After this he went back and ran the contest. He was so nervous that he received a special award. The judges thought that anyone that thought getting the member of the Year was more important than running the switching contest deserved the famous “Insulator Award” that is given out to the contestant that show that his hands are insulated from his mind by the time that he used to complete the contest. Don and all had a good laugh with this.     

As you can see the six-car time all beat the five car times. This is because these people have done the contest many times and have learned some of the time saving tricks. We will also have the contest at the September Meet in Santa Clara. Please try it then.

Tom Van Horn brought a small picture of Allan Fenton running the switching contest. This picture is going to be mounted on the new time saver. The event will now be known as the “Allan Fenton Memorial Switching Contest.” This is because of the many years that Allan gave to the Division by running the contest and service to the membership.

Jim Long
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