
SIG Meeting Weekend in the Bay Area - Feb 1-2, 2003 by Bob Jacobsen
The Layout Design and Operations Special Interest Groups are holding another joint Regional Meeting in Santa Clara, CA (approx. 45 minutes  south of San Francisco) on Saturday February 1 and Sunday February 2, 2003. A terrific two-day program is being developed. We expect the agenda will include clinics, operations discussions, track planning workshops, and visits to local layouts. We will also be arranging operating sessions at a number of nearby layouts for both days. Details will be posted on the meeting website as they become available:   http://homepage.mac.com/jacobsen/LORM2003/        RSVPs Requested.
In order to insure that we have enough seats for the meeting and the proper headcount for the no-host lunch, please email Bob Jacobsen at jake@physics.berkeley.edu to let us know you're coming.  Please don't reply to the list!
Clinics
Seth Neumann is coordinating a variety of clinics on operations and layout design topics.
If you would like to present a clinic in any area of layout design or operations, please let us know. The typical presentation will be 30 minutes long. Facilities will be available for viewing slides, overheads, and videotape if these are part of your presentation, but let us know ahead of time what you will need.
Exhibits and Displays
Please bring along your display of layout design or operations related ideas. (Layout mock-ups are particularly interesting). When you RSVP, please let us know what you are bringing and its size.
Track Planning Help
If you are planning a layout, bring along your "Givens & 'Druthers", maps, sketches, and other materials to get some free consultation from the group!

Layout Tours
Ray Mayle is arranging for a number of layouts to be available Saturday evening to tour and we would like to have more. Remember that SIG groups will be appreciative of seeing your layout in any state of completion. If you'd like to make your layout available, contact Ray at (408) 269-6511 (before 9 pm).
Volunteers are Needed
We need volunteers to present clinics and track-planning workshops as well as to help with planning and meeting day details. Let us know if you can help.
"Birds of a Feather" (BOF)
Would you like to meet with others modeling your region, prototype or era? Interested in DCC, sound, computerized switch lists, or layout CAD programs? Any of these might be a topic for an impromptu "Birds of a Feather" meeting. Let us know if you would like to informally lead a short group discussion on any topic on Saturday afternoon.
Op Sessions
David Parks is coordinating operating sessions for Saturday evening and Sunday morning and afternoon at a number of nearby layouts, including many opportunities for those new to operations. Sign ups will be in-person at the general meeting on Saturday. People who RSVP in advance will get the first opportunity to register for the ops sessions, so please RSVP!
Location
Our Saturday meeting will be held at the South Bay Historical Railroad Society's (SBHRS) meeting room. The SBHRS is located in the Santa Clara Caltrain Depot freight house at 1005 Railroad Ave.; Santa Clara, CA 95050.To reach the meeting, use "The Alameda" exit from Interstate 880. Follow signs to Santa Clara University (SCU). (Bear right as The Alameda becomes El Camino at SCU). Then after a few short blocks, turn right at Railroad Ave, just opposite the main entrance to SCU. (Bring 4 quarters for parking in Caltrain lot)
The SBRHS is also open to the public Tuesday evenings from 6 to 9 pm and Saturdays from 10 am to 4 pm. Visit the SBRHS via the www at: http://www.sbhrs.org Phone: 408-243-3969
Car Pools
Contact Bob if you need or can offer a car pool seat. Past attendees have come from as far away as Oregon, Nevada, and Southern California. Contact for RSVP or More Information. To RSVP, volunteer to help out, get names for car pools, etc., contact: Bob Jacobsen Phone: (510) 486-7355 email: jake@physics.berkeley.edu
Bob Jacobsen (Bob_Jacobsen@lbl.gov, 510-486-7355, fax 510-495-2957)

Modeler’s Roundtable by Dave Connery

We had another good attendance at the roundtable discussion at the September Meet in Santa Clara with about 20 members attending.  Topics included sources for decals (both prototype and private road name as well as using an ALPS printer to produce them).  We also discussed the Central Valley turnouts announced last meeting but at that point no one had seen one - this will change as a friend now has some to try out and perhaps, if I remember, I will bring one to the December meet as a “show and tell” item.  We also discussed the California Structure Co. (ex-Suydam) metal building kits and soldering them together.  There was a question raised about what colors the USPS mail drop and carrier collection boxes were in the 1950’s with a suggestion to check the Post Office Museum in Washington, DC web site.  The roundtable ended with some comments on the state of the hobby – more shelf space is now being provided by hobby shops for RTR cars and less for car kits -- since it seems RTR are what is selling despite the price premium.   Well, we had a good discussion and will do it again in December.
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