
[image: image1.jpg]


Coast Dispatcher

December 2002

Coast Division Web Site: http://www.pcrnmra.org/coast/coast_division.htm

Pacific Coast Region Web Site: http://www.pcrnmra.org/
Superintendent’s Report By Jim Long

The September Coast Division Meet went well.   There was a good crowd.   We had 2 good clinics and the Roundtable discussion.  The auction went well.  I thank you for attending.  

One thing that was mentioned by Bill Burket during the meet was that the Rainbow Girls who run the snack bar, had a box there that said “Tips”.   Their tip money is going to a charity called “Camp Sunshine.”   Bill talked up their tips and the division members donated about $65 during the day.  Bill then auctioned off a plate of leftover brownies that raised about $10 more.   The girls thank you all for your generosity.   The Rainbow Girls are a youth group that is affiliated with the Masonic Organization.    The California Rainbow Girls pick a charity each year to support.   This is called their Grand Service Project, which this year is Camp Sunshine.  Your tip money will be put together with a money that several thousand girls from around the state are gathering and presented to Camp Sunshine next April.   This shows how much the members of the Coast Division care about others.   Thank You

The last Dispatcher I wrote about the idea of having more and smaller Division Meets.   I have received several encouraging comments about this idea.   We are going to proceed with this idea.   The first one of these meets will be after the next Dispatcher.   There isn’t one that is planned and ready to be announced in this Dispatcher.   If you know of a place that could hold one of these meets, please contact me.   We are looking for a location that can handle 40 to 50 people.   There will not be an auction but we will need chairs for the people and tables for clinics and refreshments.   There may be layout tours and perhaps an operating session at a layout or a club.   We are still looking for a catchy name for these meets.   

There is another event that will be coming up in the Division.   The Layout Design, Operations SIGs, Coast Division and PCR are sponsoring a weekend meet.   The meet will take place on February 1, 2003 at the Santa Clara Depot.   There is more information elsewhere in this Dispatcher.

Don’t forget the up coming Tri-Valley Zephyr PCR Convention next April 23 –27, 2003.   It will be at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Pleasanton.    The Coast Division is the sponsor of this event. 

More information can be found at 

http://www.pcrnmra.org/conv2003/index.htm
as well as in the PCR Branch Line.

I have 2 volunteers to help with switching contest at the Puget Sound Express 2004 Convention.  I thank these people but we are still looking for some others to help.  The convention will take place July 4 – 11, 2004 in Seattle, WA.   This should be an enjoyable activity in the great northwest.  It is a very enjoyable way to meet many modelers from all over the country.

The Coast Division Auction Committee has been asked to put on the auction at the Maple Leaf 2003 NMRA Convention.   We are in the need of some help to do this right.   If you are able to help at the convention please contact me ASAP.   We are looking for people to do various jobs.   It is important to put together a team to work at the convention now.   

The December Coast Division Meet will be held at the California School for the Deaf.   The Northern California Freemo group will setup their modular railroad in the Elementary Dining Room (silent auction room).   This should be an exciting setup.   It will cover the entire center of the floor.   They are planning prototype operating.  You can find more information about this group from their web site at

 http://www.geocities.com/NorCalFreemo/
See you at the December Meet

Jim Long
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