
Modeler’s Roundtable by Dave Connery

We had a very good turn-out for the Modelers Roundtable at the September Meet in Santa Clara - there were 18 of us and after introductions we talked about several subjects.  Actually the hour seemed to go by very quickly for me.  Member Francis Wong asked if there was any interest in starting a new HO sectional layout group, one that would build quality modules for display at local train shows and meets, perhaps using the FREMO standards popular both here in the US as well as Europe.  Those interested can contact me at (925) 735-0134 or deconnery@aol.com and I will put you in touch with Francis.  We also talked about the use of various adhesives in structure modeling, getting started in DCC and several other topics of interest to the group.  We plan on doing it again in December in Fremont. Perhaps you would like to join us.

Dave Connery, Moderator


Modular Railroading - Let's Get Started By Francis Wong

It's finally time to build an HO railroad.  All the rolling stock I've been buying at the Coast Division auctions should be put to work.  But I have also realized that cleaning out my garage is not going to happen very soon.  The solution is something that might be an interesting project for other Division members as well: an HO module.

Basically, a module is a fully sceniced and detailed layout that has common rail, electrical, and structural interfaces to other units of the same standard.  The module concept first gained popular interest with N scale and the Ntrak system.  Their resulting huge display layouts and the capability to run prototype length consists became scene stealers at shows and conventions.  More moderate sized displays at malls and civic events helped stimulate a new generation of model railroaders.

Other scales quickly adapted and modified the Ntrak standards for their own modules.  Before NMRA standards were written, several regional HO variations had already been established. Whether to rebuild these pre-existing modules to NMRA standards or use transition junctions depends on the numbers involved, whether a club hosts the modules between public shows, and interest in jointly working with other module owners.  A complementary module system, FREe form MOdules (FREMO), is used by some modelers who desire more sincere operating sessions.  FREMO can utilize traditional modules in its setup, but not the opposite way around.

Modules are a good introduction to all the skills needed to build a model railroad. In fact, completing a module could fulfill your requirements for many NMRA achievement certificates!  An article describing how to plan and build a pair of HO modules is reprinted every year in the Bulletin.  If a number of modelers are starting their modules at the same time, it is also well suited for round robin construction sessions, increasing social contact and friendships in the Division.  If you already have a layout, a module enables you to explore a new scale, practice different scenery techniques, or research a different prototype.  Eventual operation at meets, shows, and conventions is another opportunity to share this World's Greatest Hobby.

There are several nearby Ntrak modular groups, and its HOn3 cousin, the West Coast Narrow Gaugers, quickly tried to convert me.  Presently, the nearest active HO modular clubs are the Sacramento Modular Railroaders and Coastal Valley Lines in Santa Rosa.  Northern California FREMO hosts their operations oriented modular concept in the Bay Area.  San Jose's Silicon Valley Lines, which started as a modular club, is converting to a new permanent layout.  They sold their core modules to a Sierra Division member to start a modular club there.  Joint Coast and Sierra modular meets in Livermore, Tracy, or Stockton are a possibility if the Bay area members are not numerous enough.

So, I think that there is a need, and this is what I propose: a group of Coast Division members to design, build, and operate HO scale NMRA standard modules, in the Bay area.  Anybody interested?  Call me at 650 965-0262 or write P.O. Box 1411, Mountain View CA  94042-1411.       
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