
Model Contest by James Rustermier

The contest at the Santa Clara meet had only one entry. Alf Modine entered a model of the Chicago Surface Lines streetcar # 1545. Well-done Alf. The next should have a larger selection of models if everyone I talked to participates, The next meet will have the following categories; Steam locomotive, Diesel and other  (anything motorized), and Passenger. I look forward to seeing you there.




Looking Ahead

Home Clinics by Dave Biondi

We continue to post new clinics on Ken Lunders’ home clinics web page at:

http:www.intercad-inc.com/rr/coast/
When new clinics are announced, you can sign up for any or all of them by calling me at 510-656-4256 or by sending me an email at: grdpatrns@aol.com.  Please include your PCR #, mailing address and telephone number when signing up by email.  All attendance slots for clinics are on a first-come first-serve basis, and while they are designed to serve Coast Division members, attendance is open to any other PCR member if space remains.

Saturday, January 20, 2002 at 9:00 a.m.

Clinic: Preparing For The First Operating Session.

By Dave Clemons and Jim Providenza

Maximum: 10 participants
Preparing for the first operating session begins months, perhaps years, before the first piece of rolling stock turns a wheel on the “new” railroad.  That first session begins with a passion for some era, railroad, locale or all three.  The first pencil sketches, the initial bench work, that first piece of track being laid all evolved from that first spark of “passion”.

Dave Biondi's SIERRA RAILROAD build upon a passion for the Central California "Gold Country" foothills shortline railway.  Dave adds just a bit of traffic "spice" that never was to create "one man's vision" of little trains, a committed management, and skilled crews serving on- and off-line customers. 
                  


Dave's SIERRA RAILROAD blends copious amounts of reality with just enough "could have been" to create a vital, interesting, and shall we say "fun" railroad.  Preparing for this "first operating session" consumes history, "passion", and artistry to create a whole greater than the sum of the parts.  Creating the first operating session will discuss the railroad's "roots" and realities, railroad design decisions, compromises and "must haves", finally deposits the visitor in the crew lounge of the SIERRA RAILROAD’S Oakdale, California depot on a hot July weekday in the mid-1970's.  We'll look at why the railroad is what it is, does what it does, and how the crews should make it all happen.

Join us if you will to "earn your spurs" as a member of the railroad's dedicated staff of operators, train crewmembers, and online customer representatives.  It'll be quite a ride.

Wednesday, February 13, 2002 at 7:30 pm
Clinic: Prototype Operations

By Jack Burgess

Maximum: 10 participants

There has been an ever-increasing interest in prototype operations.  Prototype operations can range from relatively simple verbal dispatching and car cards to timetable and train order (TT/TO) operations with a regular dispatcher.  Jack Burgess is using the latter approach and in this clinic will explain the process to those wanting more information on how a prototype shortline used timetables, train orders, and dispatchers to control operations.  After understanding an actual prototype format, modelers will be able to better formulate an operations plan for their own layout. 

Just bring an open mind!
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